
                                           

 
 

 
By the grace of God I am what I am          18.03.12 
 
Read: 1 Corinthians 15:1-10 
Paul in this part of his letter to the church in Corinth starts off by confirming what the gospel message is. He 
reviews the evidence of the truth of the gospel and includes himself in the number of witnesses to Jesus’ 
resurrection. Paul then chooses to openly remind them of his past.  
 
Paul calls himself, ‘the least of the Apostles’ and can confidently talk about his past as a persecutor of the 
church, because he knows his identity in Jesus. What is his identity? 2 Corinthians 5:17 explains that if anyone 
is in Christ he is a new creation. Grace enables us to look at our past and know we are new creations in Christ. 
Satan tries to remind us of our past, tries to kill our faith, steal our joy and destroy our hope. 
 
Paul also talks about the impact of the grace of God: 
 
The grace of God was not without effect. v.10 
Here Paul is saying that grace leads to fruitfulness. However, a poor understanding of grace can result in 
fruitlessness. There are two ways in which grace can lead to fruitlessness: 

a) By living as if we have a licence to do what we want, as we will be forgiven anyway. 
b) By becoming legalistic and suggesting we need to add rules to make the grace of God work. Like the 

Jew in Galatia who insisted new believers are circumcised. 
 
I worked harder than all of them v.10 
Paul says that it is by grace that he is an Apostle and empowered to work harder than others. Paul attributes 
this to something that God does (Grace), not something he does. This is key because Paul faced tough events 
in his life (imprisonment, stoning, shipwrecked, hunger, beating) therefore Paul is saying that it is God’s grace 
that takes him through these challenges. In another of part of Corinthians he points out that God tells him, ‘My 
grace is sufficient to keep you’. In the toughness of life we need to know it is grace that keeps us going – His 
grace is sufficient, and we can approach God with confidence during the difficulties of life (Hebrews 4:16). 
 
Three points for application: 
1. See yourself as a new creation and don’t let Satan deceive you about your identity. 
2. Let the same grace that saves you empower you to do great things for God. 
3. Draw to God to find grace through the difficulties of life 
 
Questions for discussion 

1. In Christ we are no longer sinners but saints. Do you see yourself as a saint or a sinner? Explain why. 
2. Are there aspects of the past (old nature) that still trouble you despite being a new creation? 
3. Is the grace of God effective or fruitful in your life? Share with one another some of the 

ways that it is effective. 
4. Do you feel that the grace of God is sufficient for you in your current life circumstances? 
5. Read Zephaniah 3:17 to remind yourselves of how God sees you.  
6. Pray for one another to perceive more of the amazing grace of God. 


